RIFLE STOCK

DESIGN

The style of stock on your hunting rifle makes
a surprising difference in how comfortable
the rifle is to shoot.

The “Bavarian” style buttstock

on this Merkel K-1 .308 Winchester is

essentially the German version of the Monte Carlo stock.

Story and photos by John Barsness

ike many tools made by humans, the stocks of hunt-
ing rifles vary considerably both in form and decora-
tion—though more in decoration. This isn’t totally
surprising. Few shooters really understand how stock shape
affects a rifle’s overall function, but most humans have a
need for expression and approval.
This is why sixteenth-century wheel-locks made for
French royalty are as complexly decorated as sixteenth-cen-

tury French palaces, and why twenty-first-century Ameri-
can rifles vary from fine walnut wich fleur-de-lis checkering
to synthetics with swirls of cream and turquoise.

Even those grumpy sportsmen who firmly preach that
a rifle is simply a tool often beat the snot out of their stain-
less-synthetic .338s, thereby gaining the approval of their
equally “practical” friends and enemies. Well-beaten rifles
are one of the primary fashion statements among Alaskan






















